QUOTES
as of 11/07
A ship in harbor is safe, but that is not what ships are built for.






William Shedd

A person who is nice to you but rude to the waiter – or to others – is not a nice person.

All motion is relative.  Perhaps it is you who have moved away by standing still.










…from Inherit the Wind
An innovation, to be effective, has to be simple and it has to be focused.  It should do only one thing; otherwise, it confuses.  If it is not simple, it won't work.  Everything new runs into trouble; if complicated, it cannot be repaired or fixed.  All effective innovations are breathtakingly simple.  Indeed, the greatest praise an innovation can receive is for people to say: "This is obvious.  Why didn't I think of it?"









                        Peter Drucker

Anything I can't sell I don't want to invent.





                                                                      Thomas Edison

“A weed is a plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered”

Ralph Waldo Emerson
“A weed is a plant out of place.” 

Ellery Knake

Be careful what you wish for – you might get it!




                                                                                 


Richard Murray

Become a possibilitarian.  No matter how dark things seem to be or actually are, raise your sights and see possibilities – always see them, for they’re always there.

            







          Abraham Lincoln
Between the idea and the reality Between the motion and the act

Falls the Shadow.











           T. S. Eliot

Born originals, how comes it to pass that we die copies?











   Edward Young
Caution, while a valuable servant, is a dangerous master.

Chaos breeds life, while order creates habit.




 






      Henry Adams

Country music is three chords and the truth.

Harlan Howard

Develop only the bare minimum to prove an idea, prove only one idea at a time, never develop what can be borrowed or modified, minimize the time to demonstration, insist on the highest standards of workmanship, and do all of this with the smallest  possible team.










           J.A. Kuecken

Fortune favors the prepared mind.



                                                                                                   Louis Pasteur

God forgives those who invent what they need.

                                         



       Lillian Hellman, The Little Foxes
How wonderful it is that one can start doing good at this moment.

                    






                                  Anne Frank

I believe in intuition and inspiration...at times I feel certain that I am right while not knowing the reason....  Imagination is more important than knowledge.  For knowledge is limited, whereas imagination embraces the entire world, stimulating progress, giving birth to evolution.









                              Albert Einstein

Ideas are not good enough.  Ideas are not deeds.  Ideas are rarely converted into action unless proselytized with zeal, carried with passion, sustained by conviction, and fortified by faith.  They need authentic champions.  Above all, ideas need people who are doers, not just talkers.











             Ted Levitt

I didn’t say it was wrong.  I said it was dull.  Its sheer competence was staggering. Interest nil.  Oddity nil.  Singularity nowhere.

Alan Bennett

If at first you don’t succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried.  A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking.  NO one is listening until you make a mistake.

I have met with but with one or two persons in the course of my life who understood the art of walking, that is, of taking walks—who had a genius, so to speak, for sauntering.

                               







      H. D. Thoreau
“If I am not for myself, then who will be for me? And if I am only for myself, then what am I?  And if not now, when?”  









         Rabbi Hillel 1st Century BC 

If people's activities are confined to the letter of their job, if they are required to stay within the fences organizations erect between tasks, then it is much less likely that people will ever think beyond what they are given to do or dream about things they might do if only the right problem came along.









                  Rosabeth Moss Kanter

If you can dream it, you can do it.  












Walt Disney
If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be.  Now put the foundations under them.









  Henry David Thoreau, Walden
If you refuse to accept anything but the best, you very often get it.











Somerset Maugham

If you think you can or you think you can’t, you are right.





Henry Ford

… if you were designing an organism to look after life in our lonely cosmos, to monitor where it is going and to keep record of where it has been, you wouldn’t choose human beings for the job.

Bill Bryson

It is far easier to fight for one’s principles than it is to live up to them.












Alfred Adler

It's never too late to have a happy childhood.











               Edith Ann

It's tough to learn from mistakes you never made.

In the entrepreneur's contrarian domains, he needs most of all a willingness to accept failure, learn from it, and act boldly in the shadows of doubt.  He inhabits a realm where the last becomes first, where supply creates demand, where belief precedes knowledge.  It is a world where expertise may be a form of ignorance and the best possibilities spring from a consensus of impossibility.










                 George Gilder
“Just find out what successful people do and do the same things until you get the same results.  Wow!  What an idea.”

Brian Tracy, Author “Eat The Frog!”
Killing time isn't murder; it's suicide.

Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we must do.

Goethe

Leaders are the most results-oriented individuals in the world, and results get attention.  Their visions or intentions are compelling and pull people toward them.  Intensity coupled with commitment is magnetic.  And these intense personalities do not have to coerce people to pay attention; they are so intent on what they are doing that, like a child completely absorbed with creating a sand castle in a sandbox, they draw others in.









                      Bennis and Nanus
Let him who would move the world first move himself.










             Socrates

Make no little plans, they have no magic to stir men’s blood…Make big plans, aim high in hope and work.









                         Daniel Burnham

Man, unlike any other thing organic or inorganic in the universe, grows beyond his work, walks up the stairs of his concepts, emerges ahead of his accomplishments.


                     







John Steinbeck

Most people change, not because they see the light, but because they feel the heat.

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything else.



         
Plato
My commitment is to be at the cutting edge of the practical implementation of advanced planning...not to be the one who thought up the idea or who wrote the book about it, but the one who wanted to be there when it works for the first time.






                                                         Alonzo McDonald
Never be afraid to try something new.  Remember, an amateur built an ark that survived a flood while a large group of professionals built the Titanic! 

One must never speak of feeling to the actor. Search for the life of the part in plans of action, not feelings.  Find the action and the cliche will disappear.  If you act and believe, you will begin to feel.








                         Constantine Stanislavsky

“One should always ask:  What is the simplest method that will give us adequate results?  And what are the simplest tools?  Albert Einstein after all never used anything more complicated than a blackboard”

Peter F. Drucker, Author “Managing For Results”

Only mediocre people are always at their best.









                     Somerset Maugham

Our policy is to reduce the price, extend the operation, and improve the article.  You will note that the reduction of price comes first....  One of the ways of discovering...is to name a price so low as to force everybody in the place to the highest point of efficiency.  The low price makes everybody dig for profits.  We make more discoveries concerning manufacturing and selling under this forced method than by any method of leisurely investigation.









                                     Henry Ford

Search your parks, search your cities, there will never be statues to committees.









                                  David Ogilvy

Tell me, what else should I have done?

Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?

Tell me, what is it you plan to do

with your one wild and precious life?

                







        ~The Summer Day

The art of prophecy is very difficult, especially with respect to the future.

Mark Twain

The best reformers the world has ever seen are those who commence on themselves.









                 George Bernard Shaw

The best way to predict the future is to create it.

 









      Peter Drucker

The dominant culture in most big companies demands punishment for a mistake, no matter how useful, small, invisible.  This is especially ironic because the most noble ancestor of today's business rationality was called scientific management.  Experimentation is the fundamental tool of science.






          Thomas J. Peters & Robert H. Waterman, Jr.

The eyes of others our prisons, their thoughts our cages.






Virginia Woolf
“The first law of success is concentration, to bend all the energies to one point, and to go directly to that point, looking neither to the right nor to the left.”

William Mathews
The future ain’t what it used to be.






                                                                       Yogi Berra

The future is not a gift. It’s an achievement.











         Henry Lauder

“The greatest problem with communication is the assumption that it has taken place”

George Bernard Shaw

“The greater the artist, the greater the doubt; a perfect confidence is granted to the less talented as a consolation prize.”
 anonymous quote   
The innovator's characteristic concern is with the embodiment of ideas.  If the ideas become more important for him than for their embodiments, he turns to an inventor or even an artist.  If the ideas that are interesting to him can be measured according to whether they do or do not make money, to that extent he is an entrepreneur.










                 William Kingston

“The Law of Forced Efficiency: “There is never enough time to do everything, but there is always enough time to do the most important thing.”

Brain Tracey, Author “Eat The Frog!”
The Leader’s Challenge: 

  To make people’s strengths effective and their weakness irrelevant.











         Peter Drucker

The Lord's Prayer contains 56 words, the 23rd Psalm 118 words, the Gettysburg Address 226 words, and the Ten Commandments 297 words, while the U.S. Department of Agriculture directive on pricing cabbage weighs in at 15,629 words.









         The New York Times

The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscape, but having new eyes.












Proust

The reasonable person adapts himself to the world; the unreasonable one persists in trying to adapt the world to himself. Therefore, all progress depends upon the unreasonable man.










       George Bernard Shaw

The statement, "I can endure everything," may be equivalent to saying, "I will risk nothing."









       Jessamyn West

“The things that matter most must never be at the mercy of the things that matter least”

Brain Tracey
The time is always right to do what is right.










        Martin Luther King, Jr.

There is nothing more difficult to take in hand, more perilous to conduct, than to take a lead in the introduction of a new order of things, because the innovation has for enemies all those who have done well under the old conditions and lukewarm defenders in those who may do well under the new.










Machiavelli, The Prince

There’s nothing remarkable about it.  All one has to do is hit the right keys at the right time and the instrument plays itself.


Johann Sebastian Bach

Those with targets are far more likely to succeed than those who pledge their best efforts.

Those who dream by night in the dusty recesses of their mind wake in the day to find that all was vanity; but the dreamers of the day...act their dream with open eyes, and make it possible.











T.E. Lawrence

Those who say, "That's the way the ball bounces," are the ones who dropped it.

To be scared out of your senses is sensible. To be comfortable is suicidal.












Tom Peters

You have brains in your head

you have feet in your shoes

you can steer yourself

any direction you choose








 Dr. Seuss in Oh, the Places You'll Go
Use the Talents you possess, for the woods would be very silent if no birds sang except the best.





Henry Van Dyke

Virtually nothing comes out right the first time.  Failures, repeated failures, are finger posts on the road to achievement.  The only time you don't fail is the last time you try something and it works.  One fails forward toward success.











Charles F. Kettering

Vision creates values before they come to be valued.












Ihab Hassan

We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors.  We borrow it from our children. 
 Native American Proverb

We may affirm absolutely that nothing great in the world has ever been accomplished without passion.











George Hegel

We trained hard--but it seemed that every time we were beginning to form into teams, we would be reorganized.  I was to learn later in life that we tend to meet any new situation by reorganizing.  And what a wonderful method it can be for creating the illusion of progress while producing confusion, inefficiency, and demoralization.

Gaius Petronius Arbiter, 210 B.C.

What makes a statement a “quote”?  People quote it!

What’s the opportunity? It’s contained within every problem you have in your life. Every single problem you have in your life is the seed of an opportunity for some greater benefit.








Deepak Chopra

When asked by a wealthy patron, "Sir, how can I help you?" Picasso is said to have replied, "Stand out of my light."






Pablo Picasso

When I haven't any blue, I use red.





Pablo Picasso

When people are free to do as they please, they usually imitate each other.









Eric Hoffer
When spider webs unite, they can tie up a lion.




Ethiopia

Where all think alike, no one thinks very much.





W. Lippman

Words have a magical power.  They can bring either the greatest happiness or deepest despair; they can transfer knowledge from teacher to student; words enable the orator to sway his audience and dictate its decision.  Words are capable of arousing the strongest emotions and prompting all men's actions.     

   Sigmund Freud 

You must be the change you wish to see in the world.






Mahatma Ghandi
1

