 News Release




For Immediate Release                                                  

Contact: John Smith            

May 2010




 
     

919-555-5309
                                            









John.smith@acme.com
Acme Health Center Expands Mobile Services with Grant from the 

  Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation

Grant will support the implementation of a new mobile health clinic for three rural counties
Hickory, N.C. – Acme Health Center has received a $26,000 grant from the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina (BCBSNC) Foundation to expand the reach of the Rural Health Project in Wake, Durham and Orange counties.
The project’s focus is to provide specialized, research-based clinical care to underserved residents of western North Carolina.  By expanding the reach of their service area, the group hopes to see increase the number of people who have access to primary care. The ultimate goal of the program is to expand the Rural Health Project into 20 counties. 
 “We quickly realized the importance of expanding this initiative to additional counties across the state,” said John Smith, executive director.  “This grant is important to our realizing this goal.” 
“We believe that this investment will help us further our mission of improving the health and well-being of our fellow North Carolinians,” said Kathy Higgins, president of the BCBSNC Foundation. “It is important that we continue to support innovative and effective programs and services that help individuals and communities across the state.” 
Acme Health Center

Acme Health Center is a volunteer-based, nonprofit agency providing primary care, pharmacy and dental services. They partner with other organizations that have common goals and interests in advancing access to quality care.  Currently, the Rural Health Project is serving six counties and provides nearly $250,000 each year in care to the uninsured.  
About Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation

The Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation is a separate, independent, nonprofit Foundation dedicated to improving the health and well-being of North Carolinians. The Foundation's focus areas include: Health of Vulnerable Populations - improving health outcomes of populations served by safety net organizations; Healthy Active Communities - increasing physical activity and encouraging healthy eating habits; and Community Impact through Nonprofit Excellence - increasing the effectiveness of nonprofit organizations.  BCBSNC Foundation invests programs and services in response to grant requests and proactively creates initiatives or partners with organizations to address specific needs. It also coordinates several Signature Programs, among them, the Be Active Kids® and Healthy Community Institute for Nonprofit Excellence.  More information is available at www.bcbsncfoundation.org.
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